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MAR 2 8 2018 

SUBMISSION IN SUPPORT OF AN APPLICATION FOR STANDING 

TO THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY RESPECTING THE MUSKRAT FALLS PROJECT 

I. The undersigned, Ronald G. Penney, David Vardy and Des Sullivan hereby apply for standing before 

the Inquiry. 

2. Should we be granted standing we will incorporate a company without share capital, to be known as 

the Muskrat Falls Concerned Citizens Coalition and will retain legal counsel. 

3. We have invited the public to support our application and to become members of our organization. A 

list of more than 200 people who have responded positively is attached. Should the Commission wish 

to make this list public we ask that the addresses be removed to disclose only the name and city in 

which the person lives. 

4. We all have considerable experience in public service and public policy. 

5. Mr. Penney is a retired public servant having served as Deputy Minister of three Departments of the 

Government of Newfoundland and Labrador and as City Manager of the City of St. John's. He is a 

lawyer who has taken non-practicing status with the Law Society. He is an Adjunct Professor with the 

Department of Political Science of Memorial University and has taught, among other courses, 

Newfoundland and Labrador Public Policy. He has received the Lieutenant Governor's Award for 

Excellence in Public Administration awarded by the Newfoundland branch of the Institute of Public 

Administration of Canada 

6. Mr. Vardy is also a retired public servant, having served as Clerk of the Executive Council, President 

of the Marine Institute, Deputy Minister of Fisheries and Chair of the Public Utilities Board. He has 
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also served as Director of the Public Policy Research Centre of Memorial. During his time with the 

public service he served as a member of the Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro Board of Directors. 

He is an Associate with the Harris Centre of Memorial University. He is an economist. He has also 

received the Lieutenant Governor's Award for Excellence in Public Administration, the Gold Medal 

Award from the Professional Institute of the Public Service of Canada and an Honorary Doctorate 

from Memorial University for his contributions to public policy and governance. 

7. Mr. Sullivan has served as an Executive Assistant to former Premier Moores and Senior Executive 

Assistant to former Premier Peckford. He is President of the Sullivan Group of Companies. Since 

2012 he has published the Uncle Gnarley Blog which has hosted 600 posts on Newfoundland and 

Labrador Public Policy, which has a wide readership in the Province. 

8. We have, in the last few days, invited like-minded citizens throughout the Province to become 

members and supporters of the Coalition and we are gratified by the response thus far. A list of those 

members and supporters is attached. 

9. We have been long standing critics of the project since its announcement by former Premier Williams 

in November of2010. 

I 0. In early 2011 Mr. Penney and Mr. Vardy asked the the then Minister of Natural Resources, Shawn 

Skinner, of the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador, to lift the exemption of the Muskrat 

Falls Project from the authority of the Public Utilities Board. 

11. While the Government declined to lift the exemption it did refer the matter to the Board on the 

question as to whether the Muskrat Falls project or the isolated island option was the lower cost 

alternative. 

12. Mr. Penney and Mr. Vardy participated in the Reference by providing a written brief and making a 

formal presentation to the Board. 
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13. The Board, after being refused a request for an extension to allow for it to consider anticipated new 

cost estimates, declined to answer the question. 

14. We have, since 2011, provided our views on the Project, both before and after sanctioning, pointing 

out the risks of the project to the ratepayers and taxpayers of the Province. 

15. Unfortunately our concerns have proved prescient; project costs have ballooned, and have led to this 

Inquiry. 

16. Mr. Penney and Mr. Vardy have collectively and independently written numerous letters to the editor 

and blog posts, and given numerous interviews to media and have participated in public forums, 

where invited, to explain our views on the Project. We have also written to Ministers and public 

officials about various components of the project. Mr. Sullivan, through his blog, Uncle Gnarley, has 

done the same, and has also provided opportunities for knowledgeable engineers, both signed and 

anonymous, to critique various aspects of the Project. 

17. We have done this because we are concerned about the project and the impacts on our Province and 

because we believe that in a democracy the true patriot is the one who dissents. This has been done 

without recompense and has involved the expense of a considerable amount oftime and effort to 

research the project through public records and access to information requests. We, and others who 

have worked on researching and writing on the project, have amassed a great deal of knowledge about 

the project and disseminated it to the general public. 

18. Mr. Sullivan, at his and others private expense, including that of Mr. Penney and Mr. Vardy, invited 

Dr. Stig Bernander to examine the North Spur and make a public presentation in St. John's on the 

potential collapse of the North Spur. 

19. For those reasons we believe that our participation, and that of our members and supporters, through 

our Coalition, some of whom have also done extensive research on the Project, will "further the 

conduct of the Inquiry" and "contribute to the openness and fairness of the Inquiry. 
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SUBMISSION TO THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ON MUSKRAT FALLS 

IN SUPPORT OF OUR APPLICATION FOR FUNDING 

I. We ask that the Commissioner make a recommendation to the Government of Newfoundland and 

Labrador supporting funding for legal counsel for the Muskrat Falls Concerned Citizens Coalition. 

2. The funds are required in order to retain legal counsel to represent the coalition at the hearings in St. 

John's and Happy Valley Goose Bay. 

3. The funds will be disbursed by the Coalition and will be accounted for in the manner set out below. 

4. The undersigned and the members of the coalition will contribute their time, expertise, and research 

on a volunteer basis, in the same manner as we have during the course of the public debate on the 

Muskrat Falls Project. We will endeavor through our members and social media to raise additional 

funds but the amount which can be raised is unknown at this time. Neither Government funding nor 

privately raised funds will be disbursed to the undersigned or other members or supporters of the 

Coalition. 

5. Because the undersigned and some of our members and supporters have examined all aspects of the 

project we seek funding for counsel to attend and participate in the entirety of the hearings so that we 

can assist the Inquiry in all of the matters before it. 

6. Our Treasurer will be Des Sullivan, who through one of his companies, Dorset Investments, will 

provide accounting services on a pro bona basis. The Coalition will have a separate bank account 

with signing officers being at least two members of the Board of Directors of the Coalition. We will 

provide a full accounting at the conclusion of the Inquiry. 

7. The address of our Treasurer is . The telephone number is 
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Respectfully submitted, 

(_ , 

Ronald G. Penney 

"~ (-l . u ..... d 
David A. Vardy 
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AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF THE APPLICATION OF RONALD G. PENNEY, DAVID A. VARDY 
AND DES SULLIVAN FOR FUNDING FOR LEGAL COUNSEL IN SUPPORT OF THEIR 
APPLICATION FOR STANDING BEFORE THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY RESPECTING THE 
MUSKRAT FALLS PROJECT 

I, Ronald G. Penney, on behalf of the applicants, make oath and state the following: 

1. Should we be granted standing before the Inquiry and funding for legal counsel, we will 
incorporate a company without share capital, called the Muskrat Falls Concerned Citizens 
Coalition, to supervise our legal counsel and to manage the funding provided to us by the 
Government of Newfoundland and Labrador and raised by public appeal. 

2. We propose to charge only a nominal membership fee so as to not preclude anyone from 
participating in the Coalition. 

3. We would be unable to participate in the Inquiry without funding. 

4. We are unable to provide a budget at this time in the absence of information about the 
length of the public hearings. 

5. We have had discussions with Grand Riverkeeper Labrador and the Labrador Land Protectors, 
and have agreed 10 cooperate whenever possible to increase efficiency and reduce costs. 
However, we concluded that it would not be desirable to participate as a single Party. 
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List of people agreeing to join MFCCC 

1. Winston Adams 

2. Macy Andrews 

3. Merv Andrews 

4. Graham Armour 

709-501 
rahamarmour 1 

5. Peter Austin 

6. Derek Banfield 

7. Elizabeth Barron 

elizabethbarron 1929 
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9. Dean Bavington 

10. Maura Beam 

-
11. Kim Bell (B.Sc., M.Sc., Ph.D.) 

709-951 (GMT/UTC-3.5) 

~ 
12. Roberta Frampton Benefiel 

Grand Riverkee er Labrador 

13. 

14. Mark Benson. 

~ 
709~77 

l 15. Dayle Biggin 
\ 
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16. Tony Biles 

-
1 7. Dennis F. Black 

18. Shawn Blackmore 

19. Paige Blake 

20. Keith Blunden 

21. Edsel Bonnell 

- Tel.: (709)-164 
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22. Judy Brake 

23. Dana Brothers 

24. David J. Brown 

ca taindbrown 

25. Dianne Brown 

Tel:709~98 
~ 

26. Kyla Bruff 

kyla.bruff~ 

27. Steve Bruneau 
sbruneau~ 

28. 

709-825 
ronbud ell 

29. B. Quinn Burt 
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30. Paul Byrne 

~ -
31. James Camsell 

32. Ross Canning 

· rcannin 2000 
-106 

33. Tom Careen -mrtomcareenman 

34. Brian Carey 

3 5. Albert Carroll 
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36. Dave Carroll 

709-499 
dcarrollsi nalmen 

3 7. Robert Carter 

38. Murray Chaplin 

mchaplin 

39. Geralyn Christmas 

~81 
Gchristmas 

40. Herb Clarke 

41. Maynard J. Clouter 

Tel. 709- 846 
Maynard J. Clouter PhD 

wrote: 
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42. Denise Cole 
Labrador Land Protectors 

709--07 
coledenise 1975 

43. John Collins 

44. Michael Collins 

1778~68 

45. Jim Collinson 

collinsonjd@-

46. Pius Coombs 

4 7. James Corker 

7091111914 -
7 



48. Steve Crocker 
stphncrckr@-

49. Mark Croft 

Via-

50. Blake Cryderman 

blakecryderman2004~ 

51. Dave Curnew 

52. Jen Daniels 

53. Barry Darby 

54. Donna Dawe 

-(709)1111890 

55. Robe1i Dawe 
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56. Vickie Dawe 

-
57. Matthew J arnes Della Valle 

Matthew della Valle 

58. Bob Diamond 

Email: schoonerbobl 
phone: 709-62 home; 70 

59. Ira Dorey 

60. Rachelle Dove 

61. Tyler Downey 

242 cell 

(709)-546 
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62. James Arthur Doyle 

~ 

63. J.J. Dray 

~ 

64. Kate Duff 

65. Brian Duffett 

66. Susan Duffett 

67. Bruce Dyke 

1111955 
~ 

68. Yvonne Earle, 

--442 

69. Gus Etchegary 
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70. Everett G. Fancey P. Eng 

71. 

Tel 709-559 
sfelsber 

72. John Fleming 

709 03 

~ 
David Fong 

73. Tor Fosnaes 

74. David M. French 

--
7 5. Leo Furey 
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76. Peter Furlong 

77. Rex Gibbons 

78. Robe1i Gill, P. Eng. 

79. Ron Gillam 

80. Pat Gl 

81. 

-(709)-894 
Email: er oodman 

82. David Gosse --83. Andrew Grant 

709-413 
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-136 (home) 
-455 (mobile) 

84. Brenda Green 

85. Wayne Green 

86. Gabe Gregory 

ggregory 

87. Dean P Halleran 

halleran 
Home Tel 709--827 

88. Tom Hawco 

89. 

90. Alvin Hewlett 

13 
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91. Greg Hewlett 

-
92. Don Hogan 

Cell# 709~00 
email don'ho an 

93. Robert G. Holmes 

94. Barbara Hopkins 

95. Janet Elaine Ink.pen 

96. Fraser Barry Ink.pen 

613-83 
fraser 
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97. Travis lnkpen 

98. William Jackman 

99. John D. Jacobs, PhD. 
Professor of Geography (Retired) MUN 

~ 
100. Rita Janes 

101. John Janes at same address and email 

'ohn·anes 

102. Ken Kavanagh 

(709)-991 
Kavana h.ken 

103. Kim Kavanagh 

104. Wade Kearley 
wade.kearley 

15 



105. Don Keats 

-
106. Barbara Knight -
107. Garry W Knight 

108. 

-709--05 

109. John Lannon --352 
·.m.lannon 

110. William Gary LaSaga 

111. Jim Learning 

Grand Riverkeeper Labrador 
Labrador Land Protector 

709-164 
jamesglearning~ 

112. Marcus Leja 
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113. Robert LeMessurier 

rtl emessurier 
Robert Thomas (Bob) LeMessurier 

114. Josh Lepawsky 

-297 
lepawsky~ 

115. Alvin Lowe 

Ph--022 
e-mail:~ 

116. Aiden Mahoney 

709-971 
aidenmahone 

11 7. Kenneth Manning 

1111178 
kenmannin 

118. Patrick Martin 
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119. Robert Martin 

120. Sarah Martin 

121. Lorena Matthews, 

122. Roy Maybee 

Roybet.maybee 

123. Ann McCarthy 

124. Sean McGrath 

125. Robert Maclsaac, M.Eng (retired) 

rmacisaac 194 7 
709~04 mobile 
7091111874 home 
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126. 

127. 

-
128. Chris Miller 

chrismillerl 983 

129. 

Phone-909 

130. Dawson Milley 

709 .. 077 
C. 709- 93 
dawsonmille 

131. Leon A. Mills 

709--39 
!mills 

132. Greg Mitchell, 

7091111759 
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133. Deborah Moores 

134. Patricia Morrissey 

709.-S80 
atriciamorrisse 

135. Samantha Elizabeth Morton 

136. Len Muise 

1709~31 -
13 7. Brian Murphy 

13 8. James Murphy 

139. 

20 



140. NickMurray 

-(709-748 
nicholasrod ermurra 

141. Kerri Claire Neil 

-
142. Barb Neis 

143. 

144. 

145. 

146. 

709~.21 
bneis~ 

Don Newhook 

Con O'Brien 

Graham Oliver 
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147. Leslie O'Reilly 

-
148. Joan O'Reilly 

149. Don Osbourne 

-
150. Penny Osborne 

151. Carol Osmond 

Email: carolosmond61 
Mobile: (709)1111999 

152. Oscar Parslow 

153. Peter Parsons B.Sc., B.Eng., M.Eng. (electrical), P.Eng. 

154. Nat Patey 
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155. Brian Peckford 

156. Ronald Giles Penney 

709--432 and 709--930 
ronaldp@ 

157. David Peters 

158. Wallace Pinhorn 

-
159. 

~82 -
160. Anna Penney 

161. George Power 

-
162. Patrick R. Power 

23 



163. Larry Pittman 

164. 

70~416 

llewelynpritchard~ 
https:/ /www.smashwords.com/profile/ 

165. James A Radford 

709-699 
Jim.radford 

166. John and Elizabeth Rahal 

-
167. Madan Rana 

~17 
madan.rana®-111111 

168. Scott Reardon 

169. Shannon Reardon 
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170. Craig Reid 

709~00 

~ 
171. Marilyn Reid 

172. Donald Rideout 

173. Thomas Rideout 

174. Robert Ritcey 

PHONE - 403~93 
~ 

175. John Rideout 

~ 
(709)-~ 

176. Stella Roche 
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709 -103 or mobile 709-454 
~ 

177. Max Ruelokke 

178. Christopher Rusted 

179. KeithRyan 

180. Rolanda Ryan 

181. Sam Saunders 

-
182. Sylvia Saunders 

183. John Scott 
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184. Evan Simpson 

185. Pete Soucy 
Sou~r 
708-479 

186. Carl M. Stevenson 

187. 

Tel:-679 
cmstevenson 

188. Ed Stratton 

189. Wayne Suley 

(709-658 
w.sule 
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190. Catherine Sullivan 

191. Desmond Bonaventure Sullivan 

709-250 (res.); 709-989 (bus); 709.-,S94 (cell) 
dbs.sullivan@-

192. Harry Swain 

:=--h 

193. Robert Sweeny 

709 48 
~ 

194. Les Sweetapple 

195. Cindy Tackaberry 

cell:~26 

196. Adrian Tanner 
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197. MaryTee 

~ 
Phone 709.-:i82 

198. Ross Thornhill 

199. Ron Tobin 

200. Sandy Todd 

201. Stephen Tomblin 

202. Joe Trahey 

David Vardy 
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203. JanetVardy 

204. George Warford 

709-11113 73 
gswarford 

205. Phil Warren 

~ 
phone 709--04. 

206. Fred Way 

-
207. George G. Webber 

Phone 709~05 
709-85 

E-mail~ 

208. James Weick 

209. AndyWells 
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210. Robin Whitaker 

ph. 709 631 
robinw~ 

211. Bob Williams 

212. James Williams 

-709-lllli81 
709-419 

213. Neil Windsor 

214. Fred Winsor 

-
215. James E. (Jim) Wyse 
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Phone: (709)--48 

216. Calvin C. Yates 

Tel: 709 --097 
E-Mail:-

217. Edward Power 

218. Owen Crossan 

Phone (709)-181 
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