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Re",esting Organization - Joint Review Panel

Information Request:

Information Request No.: .IRP.15

In (O"der f(O" the Panel to gain a comprehensive understanding of the multiple and overlapping habitat uses

and the biodiversity potentially most directly affected by the Project, the Proponent is asked to submit a
composite map(s) ct the Project Area' encompassing an area of land spanning 2 km along either side of the

Churchill River to be potentially most directly affected by clearing and impoundment of the Muskrat Falls and
Gull Island re,.,rvoirs and a 1.6 km-wide corridor for the proposed interconnecting transmission line corridor

from HapPl'-Valley Goose Bay to Churchill FaNs including the following terrestrial and biodilersity descriptors,

as appropriate:

1. Ecological land Classification ecotypes

2. Moose primary habitat

3. Caribou (RMW and GR) primary habitat

4. Black bear primary habitat

5. Beaver primary habitat

6. Marten primary habitat

7. Porcupine primary habitat

8. Waterfowl primary habitat (staging and breeding)

a) Canada Goose

b) 5urf5coter

9. Ruffed Grouse primary habitat

10. Osprey primary habitat

11. Wetland 5parrow primary habitat (breeding)

11. Harle",in Duck primary habitat (staging and breeding)

13. other 5pecies of Concern

a) Common Nighthawk

b) Grey-cheekedThrush

c) Olive-sided Flycatcher

d) Rusty Blackbird

The composite map(s) to be submitted shoold show the maximum floodline within the Churchill River lalley.

The Proponent should include aN other pertinent information (including any ad:litional descriptors aside from
key indicators) that would facilitate assessment of the extent to which biodilersity is affected, including

secondary and tertiary habitat where appropriate, with particular focus 00 the area to be inundated. The

composite map(s) should be at a scale that allows reliewers to associate effect predictions with precise
locatioos and/or ecctypes and should clearly ~Iustrate any areas ct high biodilersity. As such, the Proponent

may want to dilide the Project Area into smaner sections for clearer depiction.

, Prcioct Ar., '" <l<>eribod on p. 3-1 c( tho COOVln<nt Stlll,' on Prcioct Ar., ~ccjCC~oI l,., d Clossific"ion (Min"'_ Inc, D<c<ll1b<r=,
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,""',....ro. "<>Jom''''''.'''llO"",c,"ocHIJ. "\'NI)I~=C O",,,,ro. ")]OOT

The map(s) shoold reflect the cOOlpilation of data prOlided throughout the EIS and terrestrial-related

component studies. In order to facilitate public; review ct the information, the Proprnent should discuss the
feasil:ility of presenting these maps in an electronic; interactile format, and if possible, do so.

Response:

The attacr.,d co mPJ site map seri es present the distributio n of ecotypes and primary habitat fo r the fo Ilowing

species withi n the eturchill River valley and along the Interconnecti ng Transmissio n Line co rrido r:

• Moose;

• Caribou ca"ing (RWM only);

• Caribou wieter (RWM and GR);

• Black Bear;

• Marten;

• Porc4Jine;

• Canada Goose;

• Ruffed Grouse;

• Wetland Sparrows;

• Corrrnon Nighthawk;

• Gray<r.,eked Thruen;

• Ol"e-S< ded Flycatcher; and

• Ruety Blackbird

Also indcated are the rumber of terrestrial Key Indicators (Kls) from the EIS that could u'" each ecotype as
primary habitat. Note that d,"", to other factors that influence tr.,ir distribLti on, maps depicti ng primary habitat

for tr., fa II owing KI s were not prepared (",e Voll.l11e IIA-Secti on 1.4.1.3):

• Beaver - primary habitat is dependent a n factors includ ng gea logy, stream width, 9 ope, pre",nce of
aspen;

• SLrf Scoter - primary habitat is dependent a n factors including water depth, pre",nce of rocky botto ms,
eI evated wetl ands;

• 0'Prey- primary habtat is dependent on factors includng timing of open water in sp:ing, clarity of
water, avai labil ity of suitable nest sLtJstrate; and

• Harl eqLi n DlOCk - primary habitat for breeding is asso ciated with ""'ill flowing rivers. ether facto rs
inclL.de pre",nce of black fly larvae and a'Pects of water quality, that are not all discernable at a
mapping scale.

George River caribou do not ca"e in the Assessment Area (B ergerud et. al. 1008).

Biodiversity, or biological dveroity, is the variability among liv;ng organisms and the ecological compexes of

wnch tr.,y are a part. The EIS exarri....,d 'Pecies diversity or species ricmess, which refers to tr., nl.l11ber and

type of differeet species witn n a given area (Va lu,,", IIA-sectio n 1.0~ The req,"",sted co mPJ site maps represent

the overlap of imPJ rtant habitats fa r Kls, and provide an ind catio n of the relative dEgree of b odiversity among
these areas fo r these 'Pecies only.

Presenting these maps in an interactive electronic format was irlJestigated, but it would not provide the
information in a format that would be avail abe in roost of the centres in Labradorwr.,rethe EIS is mused for

rev; evo. In additi on, tr., electronic versio n wo uld contain data files that were so large as to be awkward to v;ew

on many computers. It enoLJd also be notedthattr., electronc mapping would mt be available as a web page
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on the irterro=t becau,", tr..re is no appropriate web page for the Project to hoot it. Tr.. paper maps p;oduced

can beviewed and irterp;eted by all parties.

References:

Bergen..d, C. S.N. LLttich and L. Camps. lOO8. The Retum ofCClibou to I.A1gaya. McGill-Q,,",en's Native and

No rthern Seci es, SO. McGill-Queen's Uriversity Press. Montreal, QC.
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ATTACHMENT A
Primary Habitat for Individual Terrestrial Key Indicators

for Churchill River Valley

Composite Mapping of Primary Habitat for Terrestrial Key

Indicators for Churchill River Valley

Primary Habitat for Individual Terrestrial Key Indicators

for Interconnecting Transmission Line

Composite Mapping of Primary Habitat for Terrestrial Key

Indicators for Interconnecting Transmission Line

INFORMATION RESPONSES

LOWER CHURCHILL PROJECT

CEAA REFERENCE NO.07-0S-26178

JOINT REVIEW PANEL

JRP.15

Composite Mapping (Terrestrial Environment)

June 29, 2009
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