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Dear Mr^^^^ph:

Re: Geotechnical Investigation and Environmental Assessment of the
Labrador-Island Link

In response to your three questions regarding the environmental assessment process and
the ability for Nalcor to conduct geotechnical investigations for the Labrador-Island
Transmission Link project (registration #1407), I offer the below responses.

1) What limits did environmental assessment legislation place on Nalcor's ability to
conduct geotechnical investigation before the Labrador-Island Link was released from
environmental assessment?

Part III of the Environmental Assessment Regulations WWed "Designated Undertakings and
Exceptions" sets out what projects (or undertakings) require environmental assessment. For
example, section 34(1 )(d) of the Regulations states that an undertaking engaged in electric
power generation and the provision of structures related to that power generation, including
the construction of hydroelectric power developments with a capacity of more than one
megawatt shall be registered. In addition, section 34(2) of the Regulations states that an
undertaking engaged in the construction of new electric power transmission lines or the
relocation or realignment of existing lines where a portion of a new line will be located more
than 500 metres from an existing right of way shall be registered. Notwithstanding Part III of
the Regulations, if potentially significant environmental effects are indicated, the Minister
may require registration of any proposed undertaking. The Regulations are clear that the
Lower Churchill project - both the hydroelectric power development and the transmission
line - required assessment.

Section 68(1) of the Environmental Protection Act states that "A licence, permit, approval or
other document of authorization issued under another Act pertaining to an undertaking shall
not be issued until the undertaking has been exempted or released under this Part." This
approach ensures that all considerations are taken into account and the final project plan
approved prior to project specific approvals. Should issues be raised during the
environmental assessment, proponents have an opportunity to make changes to project
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