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For Immediate Release

Pulling the plug on the Muskrat Falls Special Debate is an insult to democracy

Liberal Opposition Leader Dwight Ball stated today that the Dunderdale Government’s arrogance knows no bounds as they have pulled
the plug on the proposed Special Debate on Muskrat Falls.

“We wrote the Premier in June to begin the discussions on the details of the Special Debate,” said Ball. “The Premier never responded,
so we wrote her again in September. Finally in late October, the Government House Leader agreed to begin discussions.”

Ball noted that it was disturbing that the Government did not come to the table to negotiate, but instead were determined to impose a set
of rules on the opposition parties.

“The opposition parties were willing to compromise, but Government was determined to get their way, and as a result they have decided
that there will be no Special Debate,” stated Ball. “As the Official Opposition, we were firm that some witness component was required,
but were willing to compromise on the details around that component, as well as the amount of preparation time, and the completeness
of the information provided.”  

“I shouldn’t be surprised, as this is the same government that passed Bill 29 and Ms. Dunderdale never wanted to debate this deal
anyway, only being forced into it by a critical report by the Public Utilities Board,” said Ball. “We said from the beginning that we wanted
to debate this deal, with all the information and some witness component, but Government was determined to make it a PR exercise
and shamefully pulled the plug.”
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