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December 17, 2012
For Immediate Release

Democratic process a joke when it comes to Muskrat Falls

The Liberal Opposition is questioning the ethics of the Premier and her Government when it comes to ramming legislation through the
House of Assembly as it relates to the Muskrat Falls project.

“Once again the Premier and senior Ministers are on the verge of making another colossal mistake on the backs of taxpayers, while
they attempt to strong-arm the opposition parties into rushing through legislation that will have dire consequences on the long term
future of this province,” said Opposition Leader Dwight Ball.

Today the Premier gave notice that they intend to debate two pieces of legislation: (i) a bill to amend the Electrical Power Control Act,
1994, the Energy Corporation Act and the Hydro Corporation Act, 2007, and (ii) a bill to enact the Muskrat Falls Project Land use and
Expropriation Act.

All three parties in the house have an understanding that Government is to give 72 hours notice of any pending legislation in order to
allow all parties sufficient time to prepare for a comprehensive debate. Government has had a full year to bring forward this
legislation, yet they’re only giving us a day to review it.

“If there’s one thing this Government should have learned from the Abitibi incident, it’s that you cannot expect to benefit from rushing
through legislation in the House of Assembly,” noted Ball. “Yes it’s obvious that the arrogance of this Government has left little regard
for what the lessons of the past have taught and they are prepared yet again to make another huge mistake on the backs of taxpayers.”
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Democratic process a joke when it comes to Muskrat Falls

The Liberal Opposition is questioning the ethics of the Premier and her Government when it comes to
ramming legislation through the House of Assembly as it relates to the Muskrat Falls project.

“Once again the Premier and senior Ministers are on the verge of making another colossal mistake on
the backs of taxpayers, while they attempt to strong-arm the opposition parties into rushing through
legislation that will have dire consequences on the long term future of this province,” said Opposition
Leader Dwight Ball.

Today the Premier gave notice that they intend to debate two pieces of legislation: (i) a bill to amend
the Electrical Power Control Act, 1994, the Energy Corporation Act and the Hydro Corporation Act, 2007,
and (ii) a bill to enact the Muskrat Falls Project Land use and Expropriation Act.

All three parties in the house have an understanding that Government is to give 72 hours notice of any
pending legislation in order to allow all parties sufficient time to prepare for a comprehensive debate.
Government has had a full year to bring forward this legislation, yet they’re only giving us a day to
review it.

“If there’s one thing this Government should have learned from the Abitibi incident, it’s that you cannot
expect to benefit from rushing through legislation in the House of Assembly,” noted Ball. “Yes it’s
obvious that the arrogance of this Government has left little regard for what the lessons of the past have
taught and they are prepared yet again to make another huge mistake on the backs of taxpayers.”

-30-

Media Contact: Carla Foote| Director of Communications| Office of the Official Opposition| 729-
6151| 691-6673 E copies @ www.liberaloppositionnl.com



http://www.liberaloppositionnl.com/



